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spirits, that he flatters himself he shall owe part of his
recovery to Mr. Gibbon; whom, as soon as that is a little
effected, he shall beg the honour of seeing.

1679.   To THE EEV. WILLIAM MASON;

DEAR SIR,                                           Arlington Street, Feb. 6.

I send you word as soon as I can that I received your
charming letter very safely, but that is all I can do or say;
and God knows when I shall be able to send you any other
answer, for I am, and have been this week, confined to my
bed with the gout in six or seven different places. As
I never had it before in my leap year, I would suppose
that it is owing now to the late bitter weather, for you see
that even in my condition one can be fool enough to flatter
oneself with some straw to the last. Adieu! I heartily
wish you all I want, without envying you what I want.

Yours ever,
H.W.

1680.   To EDWABD GIBBON.

Feb. U, 1776.

AFTEK the singular pleasure of reading you, Sir, the next
satisfaction is to declare my admiration. I have read great
part of your volume, and cannot decide to which of its
various merits I give the preference, though I have no
doubt of assigning my partiality to one virtue of the
author, which, seldom as I meet with it, always strikes
me superiorly. Its quality will naturally prevent your
guessing which I mean. It is your amiable modesty.
How can you know so much, judge so well, possess your
subject, and your knowledge, and your power of judicious
reflection so thoroughly, and yet command yourself and
betray no dictatorial arrogance of decision? How unlike

Y 2), the historian.
